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The Collaborative Efforts of 
Nordic Countries to Reduce 
Climate and Environmental 
Impact from Construction



It began with a Vision
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Nordic collaboration on Building Regulations
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Nordic Vision 2030

2019

Nordic Vision 
2030

Nordic Prime 
Ministers 

2019

Nordic 
Ministerial
Declaration
Housingand 
Construction 

2021

Nordic 
Sustainable 
Construction 
Programme 

2023

Nordic 
Ministerial
Declaration
Housingand 
Construction  



Nordic Ministerial Declaration, 2023
Nordic Ministers responsible for construction and housing
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Ȱ7Å ÒÅÁÆÆÉÒÍ our commitment to the ongoing work towards low carbon solutions 
and the integration of circular principles in the Nordic construction and building 
sectorȱ 

Ȱȣ ÒÅÁÆÆÉÒÍ our commitment to continue our collaboration on harmonising relevant 
regulations, methods, data, tools, and policies for carbon neutrality in the built 
environment, in accordance with the basic principles of a Roadmap, jointly 
developed within the Nordic Sustainable Construction network. 

ȰAcknowledgethe need to reduce the emissions and waste from the construction 
process, and work towards emission free construction sitesȱ 

ȰRecognisethe potential in preserving and developing existing building stock as a 
ÃÏÎÔÒÉÂÕÔÉÏÎ ÔÏ ÒÅÄÕÃÅÄ ÅÍÉÓÓÉÏÎÓȱ



Our purpose
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Nordic Sustainable Construction aims to 
support the ambition in the Nordic 
Vision 2030 of establishing the Nordics 
as a leading region in sustainable and 
competitive construction and housing ɀ
with minimised environmental and 
climate impact.
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We work to
Å accelerate the knowledge and 

capacity for a green transition in the 
Nordic construction sector

Å strengthen Nordic collaboration
Å support an aligned Nordic path
Å share experiences and knowledge in 

EU and beyond
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Work Packages

https://www.nordicsustainableconstruction.com/work-packages
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Climate declaration and limit values
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https://www.nordicsustainableconstruction.com/Media/638530156105505088/Nordic%20Timeline%20regulations%20updated.pdf


Nordic Sustainable Construction

Results from data for LCA

ˈ Calculation of life-cycle Global Warming Potential (GWP) will 
be required for all new buildings, but there are no decisions 
on the specifics of data to be used in calculations

¶ Nordic view on data needs and scenario settings for full 
life cycle building environmental assessment ɀreport 
offers a detailed Nordic expert recommendation

Scenario setting for materials and energy usage

¶ Cost effective way would be to use common (European 
& Nordic) approach where feasible, and national rules 
and data only where high impact on GWP can be 
expected (tiered approach)

Recommendationson future calculations needed for 
the EPBD life-cycle GWP indicator for buildings

¶ Inclusion of vegetation and carbon sinks is not 
adequately covered in calculation methods to drive 
sustainable decisions

¶ NEW REPORT: Recommendations for a Common Nordic Approach to Combat 
New Buildings Life Cycle Climate Impact |Nordic Sustainable Construction

https://www.nordicsustainableconstruction.com/knowledge/2024/june/recommendations-for-a-common-nordic-lca-approach
https://www.nordicsustainableconstruction.com/knowledge/2024/june/recommendations-for-a-common-nordic-lca-approach


Low Carbon Clinics

12

An opportunity to participate in a local 
sustainability workshop with your current 
design project during August/September 

Possibility for free consultancy by leading 
experts in Norway, Denmark, Sweden, 
Finland, Iceland and Estonia

Get new input, inspiration and knowledge

Sign up before 15th of July here: 

Best Case Catalogue

Sign your project up for Nordic Low Carbon 
Building Catalogue ɀTask 5.2 (sweco.dk)Participate in the Nordic Low Carbon Clinic ɀ

Task 5.1 (sweco.dk)

Showcase your best low carbon building 
projects in the Sustainable Nordic 
construction best case catalogue!

Your project will be showcased in a report 
and online on Nordic Sustainable 
#ÏÎÓÔÒÕÃÔÉÏÎȭÓ webpage. 

Sign up before 15th of July here: 

https://www.sweco.dk/en/sign-your-project-up-for-nordic-low-carbon-building-catalogue-task-5-2/
https://www.sweco.dk/en/participate-in-the-nordic-low-carbon-clinic-task-5-1/
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https://www.nordicsustainableconstruction.com/work-packages/circular-business-models-and-procurement-


Nordic Sustainable Construction

ˈ Report assesses the development of 
regenerative maritime building 
materials and highlights the 
challenges that may exist for 
commercial adoption. 

ˈ Showcases how materials like algae, 
seagrass, and reeds offer significant 
growth potential to support the 
green transition of the Nordic 
construction sector.

Nordic Blue 
Building Alliance
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Nordic Sustainable Construction

Å Restauration, reuseand transformation instead of new built
Å Reduceper-capita squaremeters
Å Education, data, and knowledge sharing
Å Biobasedbuilding materials when virgin material cannot be avoided
Å Innovation on knowledge, methods and business modelsfor reuse

and transformation

Å From the bottom and up
Å Local aesthetics, energy, knowledge and material use
Å Social and physical infrastructure

Å Democratic integration of the interests of future generations
Å Democraticrepresentation of the interests of non-human entities

Å User involvement and continuous review and revision in policy 
development

Å Ensuringaccountability in emissions reporting
Å Incentive structures for transformation rather than new construction
Å Funding for data collection and research
Å New frameworks for safety and risk management with planetary

boundariesat the centre.

Highlights
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https://www.nordicsustainableconstruction.com/work-packages/emission-free-construction-sites-


Definition of a construction site
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https://www.nordicsustainableconstruction.com/work-packages/competences-for-reuse-in-construction-and-programme-secretariat


A. Optimisedbuildingdesign = more 
efficient ressource use. The national 
annexesto the Eurocodeis an 
opportunity = Nordic priority paper

Nordic Sustainable Construction 20

Material and design optimisation

https://www.nordicsustainableconstruction.com/Media/638525701315641440/Nordic%20political%20priority%20paper%20to%20harmonise%20the%20national%20annexes%20for%20Eurocodes%20T2%20A.pdf
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Skills4Reuse is a free educational material for Nordic vocational schools. The aim is to 
strengthen students in their knowledge on sustainability and reuse of wood, tile and brick.

The material consists of three overall modules:
Å An introduction to terms within sustainability, circularity, reuse vs. recycle and 

design for disassembly

Å A module on reuse of wood

Å A module on reuse of brick

The modules contain a variety of exercises including text, videos, quizzes and practical 
building exercises ɀÁÌÌ ÁÃÃÏÍÐÁÎÉÅÄ ÂÙ ÔÈÏÒÏÕÇÈ ÔÅÁÃÈÅÒȭÓ ÇÕÉÄÅÓȢ 

It is available in 5 Nordic languages and English.

Skills4Reuse is developed by:

Find it here: www.skills4reuse.com

http://www.skills4reuse.com/
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https://www.nordicsustainableconstruction.com/Media/638532757231249345/2024.06.06%20Updated%20-%20Key%20initiatives%20from%20the%20Nordic%20construction%20sector.pdf


Overview of Nordic Sustainable Construction
23

Harmonisation of Nordic LCA

Deliverablesso far:
V Roadmapfor LCA harmonisation

- Presentation at Nordic Climate
Forum for Construction.

V Digitalisation of LCA 
Webinar, report and draft report 

V HarmonisedCO2eq limit values 
for buildings and monitoring 
decarbonisationof building stock 
webinar and report

V Report: Recommendations for a 
Common Nordic Approach to 
Combat New Buildings Life 
Cycle Climate Impact

V Upcoming:
o 5.9.2024: Final report on limit 

value and decarbonisation
o Q3 2024: BIM to LCA tool and 

Youtubetraining videos on 
digitalisationof LCA (ongoing)

o Q4 Accelerating decarbonisation
through low carbon clinics and 
good examples of low carbon 
buildings

CircularBusiness models and 
Procurement

Deliverablesso far:
V Circular Business models in the 

construction industry
V The Nordic Blue Building Alliance: 

Technical Playbookon marine 
basedlow carbonconstruction
materials

Upcoming:
Å Public procurementof circular

buildingsɀNetwork for Nordic 
Smart Cities(ongoing)

Å Procurementpilot cases chosen

o New projecton place-based
architectureand sustainable
constructionpractices

o Nordic Circular Re-trade project 
for critical construction 
materials (Live event in 
Stockholm showcasing circular 
frontrunners May 2025)

SustainableConstruction 
Materials and Architecture

Deliverablesso far:
V Debatesat Nordic Democracy

Festivals & New European 
Bauhaus Festival

V Policy sessionat World Congress
of Architects 

V Articleon: the hierarchy of 
material use in construction

V Articleand round table on place 
based architecture

V Article and round table on 
regulation & maximum emission 
requirements for construction

Upcoming
Three articleson: 
o Q3, 2024: Underrepresented 

stakeholders in construction 
policy

o Report on long term 
sustainability in Nordic 
Construction

Emission-free
Construction Sites

Deliverablesso far:
V Report clarifyingdefinitions, 

boundariesand terminology
V Reporton knowledgegapsand 

research needs
V Value chainand ecosystemco-

operation
V Virtual videos from emission or 

fossil freeconstructionsites
V Nordic declarationon emission-

freeconstruction sites and 
sustainableconstruction

VWebinar: Knowledge gapsand 
research needs

V Calculatorfor electricmachinesvs. 
Diesel (link)

V Newsletterspublished

Upcoming
o 2024: Guidelines for rules, 

standards and legislation

Programme Secretariat& Skills

Deliverablesso far:
V Programme cohesion, 

communcationand coordination
V Nordic prioritypaperon Eurocode
V Participatedin debatesat COP28, 

Global Forum for Climate and 
Construction, HLCF and Leap to 
Zero 

V Capacitybuildingactivitiesfor 
reuse. 
- Mappingand reportpublished

V New educationalmaterial
Skills4Reuse launchedand 
availableonline in 6 languages

V New newsletterpublished
VGathercommunicationpartners 

in Bruxelles: Link.
V Nordic construction sector

workshop 2025-2030 (news)
Ongoing or upcoming
o Communication& coordination
o Nordic, EU and international 

collaborations
o Disseminationof educational

materialSkills4Reuse
o Exit strategy

Work Package 1 Work Package 2 Work Package 3 Work Package 4 Work Package 5

https://nordicsustainableconstruction.com/knowledge/2023/september/roadmap-for-harmonisation
https://nordicsustainableconstruction.com/knowledge/2023/august/nordic-climate-forum-for-construction-2023
https://nordicsustainableconstruction.com/events/2023/december/webinar-on-bim-based-lca
https://nordicsustainableconstruction.com/knowledge/webinar-harmonised-co2-eq-limits-
https://nordicsustainableconstruction.com/knowledge/2024/march/new-report-regulatory-needs-for-harmonising-carbon-limit-values
https://www.nordicsustainableconstruction.com/knowledge/2024/june/recommendations-for-a-common-nordic-lca-approach
https://www.nordicsustainableconstruction.com/news/2024/june/clinics-and-catalogue-of-low-carbon-buildings-
https://nordicsustainableconstruction.com/work-packages/circular-business-models-and-procurement-
https://nordicsustainableconstruction.com/news/2023/march/nordic-blue-building-alliance
https://www.nordicsustainableconstruction.com/news/2024/may/marine-biobased-building-materials
https://nordicsustainableconstruction.com/news/2022/august/video-neb-event
https://nordicsustainableconstruction.com/news/2023/july/policy-session-at-the-nordic-pavilion-uia-2023
https://nordicsustainableconstruction.com/knowledge/2023/june/article-retain-maintain-renovate-repeat
https://nordicsustainableconstruction.com/knowledge/2024/february/article-perspectives-on-place-based-architecture
https://www.nordicsustainableconstruction.com/knowledge/2024/may/legislation-and-policies-to-pave-the-way-for-sustainable-architecture
https://nordicsustainableconstruction.com/knowledge/2023/march/report-on-emission-free-construction-sites
https://nordicsustainableconstruction.com/knowledge/2024/january/emission-free-construction-sites-
https://nordicsustainableconstruction.com/knowledge/2023/october/video-nordic-construction-sites-aiming-to-reduce-waste-and-emissions
https://nordicsustainableconstruction.com/knowledge/2023/november/nordic-ministerial-declaration-on-commitment-to-low-carbon-construction
https://nordicsustainableconstruction.com/knowledge/2024/knowledge-gaps-and-research-needs-emission-free-construction-sites-
https://www.nordicsustainableconstruction.com/news/2024/february/calculator-for-electric-machinery-cost-effectiveness
https://nordicsustainableconstruction.com/
https://nordicsustainableconstruction.com/knowledge/2023/mapping-of-education-materials-on-reuse-of-construction-products
https://nordicsustainableconstruction.com/knowledge/2023/july/policy-report-2023
https://www.skills4reuse.com/
https://www.nordicsustainableconstruction.com/news/2024/may/kom-partner-bruxelles
https://www.nordicsustainableconstruction.com/news/2024/june/nyhedsskabelon
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Thank you

Nordic Sustainable Construction - financedby Nordic Innovation, an organisation under the Nordic Councilof Ministers



Want to stay updated?
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Sign up to our Newsletter (link)

Join our yearly Nordic Climate Forum for Construction online 11.9 (link)

Follow us on LinkedIn www.linkedin.com/company/nordicsustainableconstruction  
and on X www.twitter.com/NordSustConstr 

Visit our website www.nordicsustainableconstruction.com
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